Again the Community Wins against the Boral Quarry at Reedy
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The southern Gold Coast community has had to fight a proposed quarry at Reedy Creek by
Boral twice in 10 years - in 2015 and 2025. It has succeeded both times. Gecko Environment
Council worked alongside Stop the Quarry group led by Sam Stewart, which resulted in the
health and safety of local residents and native fauna being protected.

In 2015 the Boral company decided to apply to quarry material from a site they owned
which had a State Government designation of a Key Resource Area ie “The Key Resource
Area (KRA) concept is a planning tool designed to protect resources from being rendered
inaccessible by urban expansion.”

Since Boral had purchased the site in 2005, there had been an ongoing expansion of housing
and other urban infrastructure such as schools and shopping centres close to the proposed
quarry.

The community rallied, formed the Stop the Quarry group, and objected strongly. The City of
Gold Coast Council rejected Boral’s application on 12 grounds including conflict with the
community plan, visual air quality and noise problems along with an alleged failure by Boral
to show its project would benefit the community. Boral appealed to the Planning and
Environment Court. In 2017 the P & E Court rejected the appeal, but Boral then appealed to
the Supreme Court and in 2018 this appeal was rejected also.

By 2025 the issues of a quarry so close to residential areas was even more acute and added
to this was the recognition that the endangered koala, grey headed flying fox and white
bellied sea eagle were all present on the site along with several threatened species of trees
and plants. In addition, the traffic along the access Old Coach Rd had increased exponentially
in the intervening years and double bogey trucks full of quarry material would pose a serious
safety risk.

Again, the City of Gold Coast Council supported the community outrage and said they would
reject the application. Stop the Quarry, with the added title of Again, swung into action and
started advocating with the three State MPs likely to be affected. The three supported the
community and all parties appealed to the Minister for Planning, Jarrod Bleijie, to call in the
application.

Almost 10,000 submissions against the quarry resulted in the Minister Bleijie calling in the
application. On the day the decision was to be made Boral withdrew their application and
Minister Bleijie removed the KRA status.



The fate of the land is still unknown. Gecko has written to the State Government requesting
that they buy or resume all or part of the site and rezone it for conservation as it is an

important link in the Burleigh to Springbrook critical corridor as well as habitat to the many
rare and threatened species.

People power can be effective, but it takes a great deal of effort, time and dedication. Gecko
thanks Sam Stewart for his leadership in both of these campaigns.
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