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In early March this year the residents of the southern end of the Gold Coast became aware of
a City of Gold Coast Council (CoGCC) plan to relocate its works depot in Boyd Street Tugun,
near John Flynn Hospital to the Tugun Environment Park nearby. This was formally a quarry
site that had been re-designated as the Tugun Environment Park under the Boyd Street
Master Plan 2009.

Over the years the site has become an important Endangered koala habitat and connection,
as well as habitat for other native species. Local residents are also rightly concerned about
the noise, fumes and lights which will disturb their neighbourhood from this proposal. This
proposal took the community entirely by surprise and they only had a short period within
which to respond to the Have Your Say consultation. The information provided was scanty
and did not reveal the underlying issues of the approval pathway that was to follow.

Approval Pathway

Of concern was the legislative process that was chosen to facilitate the designation of the new
Tugun site from Environmental Park to Community Infrastructure by utilising the Government
Local Infrastructure Designation (LGID) process in relation to Council works depot projects as
per Schedule 5 of the Planning Act 2016. The community, through research and pro bono legal
opinion disputed the legitimacy of this pathway and have suggested that it “appears to be a
fundamental misinterpretation - at both the consultant and officer level - of the intended
scope and lawful application of the LGID mechanism under the Planning Act 2016.”

The LGID pathway was established to facilitate the efficient delivery of community
infrastructure - typically publicly accessible and community-serving facilities such as schools,
hospitals, libraries and recreation centres. Its purpose, consistently reflected through its
legislative history, is to remove unnecessary planning barriers to essential services, not to
bypass public scrutiny for operational or industrial land uses. The LGID process:

J removes the requirement for a development application;
J eliminates third-party appeal rights; and
J significantly limits community oversight once designation is made.

It is therefore essential that the mechanism is applied strictly within its intended scope.
Community response

There was immediate vigorous objection raised by neighbours and a campaign was mounted
with support from three local community groups: Gecko Environment Council, Friends of
Currumbin and Tugun Progress Association and their members as well as community
members concerned by this proposal. Through research, engagement with planning and legal
experts, written submissions, letters of objection, a multitude of emails to all Councillors and



the Mayor and planning for a public meeting, the community made it abundantly clear that
they would not accept this blatant theft of public open space. In a rare win for the community
Council has agreed to withdraw from the takeover of public park spaces and will be reviewing
other relocation opportunities in more appropriate sites elsewhere in the City.

Key takeaways

There have been a growing number of proposals to alienate public land for the benefit of
private commercial enterprises. Examples of this inappropriate practice include proposals for:
a cruise ship terminal on Philip Park, The Spit; a bungy jump tourist attraction on Philip Park,
The Spit; a beach bar/club on Kurrawa Park, Broadbeach and a large entertainment arena on
Carey Park, Southport. Readers are encouraged to be aware of such proposals in your Council
areas as there are instances of similar takeovers elsewhere, with the redesignation of Victoria
Park in Brisbane for use in the Olympics 2032 being a prime example. An active, informed
citizenry is essential to the protection of the spaces we love.

Rose Adams

18/05/2026




