Games Watchdog 2032: Campaign update

Dr Philippa England

Games Watchdog 2032 (formed in late 2025) comprises a small number of concerned citizens
campaigning for a Smarter, Greener and Fairer Olympics. We are a non-political, loose alliance of
individuals from all walks of life, dedicated to reporting facts as accurately and transparently as
possible.

Our vision is to better align the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games with the I0C’s “New Norm”
principles and the Host-City Contract by:

e Utilising existing venues;

e Developing games infrastructure on existing brownfield Th‘:‘fr‘:‘g&be
sites; stadiums!

e Avoiding building new venues in greenfield areas, sites of

ecological or cultural significance, or public parks;

e Delivering a cost-effective, fiscally responsible Olympics; &-

e Leaving a lasting intergenerational infrastructure legacy; .

e Respecting human rights and sustainability; and David Crisafulli’s promise in the lead
e Delivering value for money for Queensland taxpayers. up to the 2024 State election

Games Watchdog 2032 is an independent community advocacy group and is not affiliated with,
endorsed by, or a sponsor of the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC), the International Olympic
Committee (10C), or the Brisbane 2032 Organising Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic
Games.

Correspondence

In the first half of this year members of our group reached out to politicians and key stakeholders to
better understand their positions on the Olympics build out. The most noteworthy responses have
been from the federal Department for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local
Government and from various State Labor MPs. Correspondence from the federal Department in
response to our inquires was noteworthy because it indicates federal funding will not be released
unless and until certain standard project delivery benchmarks have been approved:

The Australian Government has committed to providing funding to Brisbane
Stadium and the National Aquatic Centre as part of its overall 53.4 billion
commitment towards the Brisbane 2032 Games Venues Infrastructure Program. The
Government’s final investment decisions are subject to approval of Project
Validation Reports (PVRs)...Any decision to undertake works prior to a final
investment decision is one for the Queensland Government and is undertaken at
their financial risk. Commonwealth funding will be provided to Queensland post
investment decision against agreed milestones. (Correspondence dated
02/03/2026)

We have not seen any evidence to date of a completed Project Validation Report. The EPBCA referral
documents recently submitted by GIICA suggest the necessary investigations and plans are still
pending.


https://gameswatchdog2032.au/
https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=c615a1cb-2124-f111-8341-7ced8d33dc82
https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=c615a1cb-2124-f111-8341-7ced8d33dc82

Our call is to “renovate not detonate” ie. renovate and use existing venues (Suncorp, QSAC, the
Gabba and Gold Coast Aquatic Centre) instead of building costly new ones at Victoria Park and
Birkdale. Despite this being broadly consistent with the policy adopted by the Qld Labor Party in the
lead up to the 2025 State election, the response from various State Labor MPs we have canvassed
has been surprisingly muted. It appears the Labor party is not willing to stick its neck out to protect
Victoria Park /Barrambin or to condemn other white elephants — such as the proposed white water
rafting facility at Birkdale. Moving forward, State Labor members are keen to hold the Crisafulli
Government to account on transparency, community engagement and fiscal responsibility:

It was David Crisafulli’s decision to build Victoria Park, despite the projected costs
and other impacts on the community. Ever since the LNP Government broke its
promise of no new stadiums, local communities have been kept in the dark....

We, as the Labor Opposition, will continue to hold the Crisafulli LNP Government to
account on their promises. We will be demanding transparency and accountability
over the budget for this build at every step of the way, and we will fight every day to
ensure Queenslanders get the infrastructure, service delivery, and accountability
they deserve. (Corrine McMillan, Member for Mansfield, Correspondence dated
18/05/2026)

Reports and media releases

Games Watchdog 2032 has produced numerous reports available here and publishes regular media
releases. Two of the most significant reports to date are:

Not Good Enough: A Strategic Audit of the Brisbane 2032
Olympic and Paralympic Games: This report provides cogent
evidence the current Government is embarking on a “Mission
Impossible” by embarking on an Olympics build out involving 7
new venues.

The Plan B Report: This report shows how, by choosing to use
existing venues over building new ones, we can course correct
away from the current high risk, high-cost Olympics plan.

PLAN B REPORT
Reference #C26-006

CETT e nl If you have any doubts at all about whether there is and can be
a better plan for the Olympics, please refer to both these well

researched and highly persuasive documents.

Social media

Games Watchdog 2032 has limited capacity to engage with social media but you can follow us on
Facebook and Instagram and watch our short videos on YouTube (they are very engaging).

We are also happy to see other groups sharing and promoting our work. Particularly welcome is the
social media work being promoted by Queenslanders for Responsible Government which, like Games
Watchdog 2032, seeks to draw attention to the impacts of the games on all Queenslanders, not just
communities bordering Victoria Park.



https://gameswatchdog2032.au/report/
https://gameswatchdog2032.au/not-good-enough.html
https://gameswatchdog2032.au/not-good-enough.html
https://seqalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-May-26_Plan-B-Report-final.pdf
https://gameswatchdog2032.au/
https://www.qldresponsiblegov.org/

International collaboration

One of our group members, Peter Valepyn has recently been in Europe where he met with several
other advocacy groups campaigning to course correct the Olympics movement. Our experience
whereby ambitious, climate friendly, environmentally and socially responsible contract terms are
swept away in practice is a familiar one — although the Brisbane Games looks set to be one of the
worst offenders. Key highlights from Peter’s trip are:

Tuesday, 12th of May: Direct IOC Engagement

e  Formal Advocacy: The delegation held an informal, 45-minute meeting with the Director of
Corporate Affairs of the 10C at the Maison Olympique.

e Submission of Evidence: The team officially handed over an information pack containing the
Save Victoria Petition, the Gameswatchdog2032 Brisbane 2032 Analysis Reports, documentation
regarding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection (ATSIHP) applications, and an
inspirational letter penned by a Brisbane resident regarding Planetary Health.

e Targeted Leadership: These crucial documents were explicitly addressed to and received for the
Executive Director of the I0C (Mr. Christophe Dubi) and the President of the IOC (Mrs. Kirsty
Coventry).

Wednesday, 13th of May: Human Rights & Public Protest

e Amnesty International Alignment: A morning meeting was held in Bern with Amnesty
International. The meeting was highly positive; Amnesty International expressed that they are
appalled by the treatment of Australia's First Nations Peoples and promised to actively engage
with the 10C to defend Indigenous rights.

o The Lausanne Protest: At 2:00 PM, a peaceful protest commenced directly in front of the 10C
headquarters. Activist delegations from Australia, France, and Switzerland stood together and
voiced their localized concerns directly to the media.

e The Tri-Nation Hearing: Following the protest at 3:30 PM, the delegations from Australia, France,
and Switzerland were invited inside the 10C building for a discussion with the Director of
Corporate Affairs, an official I0C spokesperson, and a support staff member. Each country's
delegation was granted 15 minutes to formally present their case.

e Brisbane Connection: The delegation also engaged in extensive discussions with James
Hardcastle of the IUCN. Hardcastle, having lived in Brisbane for six years, is personally familiar
with Victoria Park /Barrambin and is 100% aligned with the community cause to protect it. While
informal discussions between the IUCN and the I0C are active and ongoing, Hardcastle strongly
recommended that establishing a direct, permanent First Nations Peoples representation to the
I0C would be highly beneficial to safeguarding vulnerable heritage sites.

Major events /What to watch

A decision on whether to call in the proposed white water rafting facility at Birkdale for assessment
under the EPBC Act is due on Monday 1 June. The Minister has already determined the proposed
developments (Brisbane Stadium and National Aquatic Centre) at Victoria Park /Barrambin are not
controlled actions.



Earlier this year the Crisafulli Government passed legislation to transfer the land, currently held in a
deed of trust by the BCC for the recreational enjoyment of the people of Brisbane, to GIICA. The
people of Brisbane were not compensated for their loss of title or for the wasted taxpayer dollars
BCC spent on a re-wilding master plan for the park completed only three years earlier. Who knows
what GIICA has planned for any scraps of land left after the Olympics infrastructure takes over most
of the park?

On Monday 1 June 2026 legal title to Victoria Park will pass from the Brisbane City Council as trustee
to GIICA as freehold estate. Jarrod Bleijie has stated the land will be fenced off with no public access
and the bulldozers will be ready to move in from that date - despite no master plan, project
validation report or operational plan in place. First Nations peoples are lawfully camped at the Park.
The Federal Government is still considering the Section 10 applications made by three First Nations
people. The Queensland Government should NOT be closing Victoria Park /Barrambin while this is
still going through the federal processes. It should certainly NOT be commencing any construction
work until this process is completed.... Watch this space!

We are expecting a segment on the Brisbane Olympics to air in the 7.30 pm report this week.

It’s not too late. If you want to show your support for an Olympics alternative that does not involve
destroying Victoria Park /Barrambin you can join a peaceful protest at the Park on Sunday 31 May
from 12 noon. You can still add your name to the community submissions in support of the First
Nations s.10 applications — the consultation is closing this Friday 29 May.

You can stay informed and follow debates about the 2032 Olympics at -
https://gameswatchdog2032.au/

and at the website for Save Victoria Park.

If you have a story or perspective you want to share, please contact the Watchdog at -
https://gameswatchdog2032.au/contact/

Philippa England
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https://www.savevictoriapark.com/submission
https://www.savevictoriapark.com/submission
https://gameswatchdog2032.au/
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