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REF: EPBC Case 2019/8575 - Springview Village 2 & 3

Dear Springfield Residential Development and Minister,

The Southeast Queensland Community Alliance (SEQCA) is a not-for-profit umbrella organisation
formed by planning and environmental advocacy groups based across SEQ. SEQCA campaigns
to protect and improve the liveability of SEQ communities; to promote sustainable, resilient and
nature positive development and to ensure greater transparency and accountability in all
planning and development related matters. Further information about SEQCA is available at
https://seqalliance.org/

On behalf of the SEQCA, we are writing to express our concerns about the proposed development
at Lot 9999 in Woogaroo Forest which, if approved, will lead to total clearing of 134 hectares of
core remnant vegetation hosting significant numbers of species listed as Matters of National
Environmental Significance (MNES). We urge you to reject this application outright.

Lot 9999 is the steepest and most rugged of all the blocks in Springfield. It hosts dense remnant
vegetation and rich biodiversity. As such, the site presents an ideal opportunity to preserve
remnant vegetation and habitat for MNES species in a rapidly growing area of SEQ. Instead of
jeopardising this species rich ecosystem with a conditional approval, we argue this application
should be rejected outright. The site should be preserved in perpetuity as a natural
recreational hub for a growing population and as a species rich offset for other development
associated with urban growth, new transport infrastructure and the 2032 Brisbane
Olympics. The facts and reasons supporting this submission are detailed below in the following
sections:

Lot 9999 is critical to the survival of Woogaroo forest
Loss of mature remnant vegetation

Loss of MNES species habitat

Conflict with relevant planning instruments

Conflict with ESD and Offset principles

Expert and Community opposition
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1. Lot 9999 is critical to the survival of Woogaroo forest

Woogaroo Forest is a 420+ hectare remnant of native bushland on the edge of Springfield that
sustains more than 130 native species, including endangered koalas, vulnerable gliders, platypus
and rare flora. Lot 9999 forms a central core for forest remnants scattered across Bellbird Park,
Goodna, Brookwater, Redbank Plains and even Collingwood Park. Woogaroo Creek forms a
central spine capable and likely currently offering an essential refuge for Koalas during drier
times. Should the proposed clearing of 134 hectares in the middle of this wider forest go ahead,
it will decimate the viability of the Woogaroo Forest, the district colony of Koalas it supports and
many other species as detailed below.

The proponent’s own ecological report acknowledges that, should the development of Lot 9999
go ahead, 134 hectares of vegetation will be cleared, with another 26 hectares indirectly
damaged. Engineering reports submitted to Council show that 15 metres will be cut off the whole
central ridgeline and three deep gullies will be filled, with up to 15 metres of fill in some places.
Steep land along Possum Creek, that simply can’t be developed, is essentially all that will be left.

Lot 9999 is not a marginal scrap of bushland. It hosts mature eucalypt forests, deep gullies, cool
refuges, and connected canopy corridors that have sheltered wildlife long before Springfield
existed. It includes areas assessed as habitat score 7, which the EPBC Koala Referral
Guidelines classify as habitat critical to survival

The proposed clearing is for land forming part of a significant functional habitat block, one of the
last of its kind in the region. It contains mature native eucalypts, perennial watercourses,
and microclimatic refugia—features the proponent themselves acknowledge. These are the
exact conditions koalas rely on to survive heatwaves, drought, and the relentless pressures of
urbanisation. These conditions cannot be recreated or adequately mitigated by offsets.

2. Loss of mature remnant vegetation

A feature of the central ridgeline of Lot 9999, is the abundance of Broad-leaved Ironbark
(Eucalyptus fibrosa). Using Ngugi, et al 2015: “Growth Rates of Eucalyptus Species”, Journal of
Forestry Research, Vol 26 No 4, growth rates for E. fibrosa can be estimated over their life spans,
from Forestry data collected over 70 years. Ages of individual trees can be estimated from these
growth rates. A tree that was recently illegally felled measured 80cms DBH. This equates to
around 630 years old. There are a number of trees that size, over 500 years old. There are more
trees around 70cms DBH that are 430 years old. Trees around 50cms DBH are around 240 years
old.

This particular portion was never intensively logged and has now had 40 years to regenerate.
There are rare and threatened species here - MNES, MSES and MLES.



3. Loss of MNES species habitat

The mature canopy of Woogaroo forest provides for MNES species such as Koala, Grey-headed
Flying Fox, Greater Glider, Swift Parrot, Regent Honeyeater and Greater Glider.

Koalas: This site has been mapped by the State as Koala Habitat being part of a district colony of
Koalas. The proposed clearing will have a large impact on Koalas, and by inference the district
Koala colony.

Greater gliders (endangered): This habitat is suitable for greater gliders which have historically
occurred at this site. There are recent unconfirmed reports of Greater Gliders here. They are
found fairly close by in Spring Mountain and Greenbank Army land. It is “highly likely” that they
are here too. Yellow-bellied Gliders have also recently been seen. As they are a silent species,
much more survey effort is needed to actually claim they are NOT here. This scale of effort has
not been done.

Grey-Headed Flying Fox (vulnerable): There is a Grey-Headed Flying Fox (GHFF) camp nearby in
Camira, approximately 2kms from this block. Any mature canopy of mixed species near this
camp, such as Lot 9999, provide an extended nectar resource essential for GHFF. Regular heavy
flowering of Gum-topped Box (Eucalyptus moluccana) across the district, such as in April 2024
and April/May 2025, provides excellent resources for GHFF. Broad-leaved lronbark flowered in
July/August 2024 and in July 2025 and no doubt provides substantial nectar resources for GHFF.
As the Woogaroo Forest has a wide mix of flowering species, there is a sequential burst of canopy
flowering that covers most of the year. The loss of 134 hectares would impact the Camira camp
and GHFF, severely.



Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater (Critically Endangered): Swift Parrots have been observed
in the district. They are a nectar specialist that flies here to SEQ every winter from Tasmania. The
loss of a mature canopy here would impact the ability of Swift Parrots to overwinter in this district
and in SEQ generally.

Coleus habrophyllus (previously known as Plectranthus habrophyllus) (endangered): This
aromatic herbaceous plant is found scattered up the Woogaroo Creek catchment, on or near
sandstone outcrops. Lloyd Bird found it here in 1996 (see Herbarium records. The totalreshaping
of this block would destroy some occurrences of this plant and reduce the overall population. No
sandstone outcrops are planned to be left. Those outcrops along gullies will be covered over or
reshaped for stormwater infrastructure.

Rufous Fantail (migratory): Rufous Fantail is a species found in creek-lines and wet gullies. Itis
found up and down Woogaroo Creek and Possum Creek. Filling up all the gullies, instead of
leaving them as natural waterways, will have an impact on the district/regional population. It will
limit their ability to move through the landscape, as they regularly do.

Black-faced Monarch and Spectacled Monarch (migratory): These two species are associated
with Vine Scrubs and wetter Riparian Forests. They are regularly present all along Woogaroo and
Possum Creeks. This block has 3 deep gullies that provide a damper environment that probably
assist their movements across the area. Destruction of these gullies and the whole forest around
them will have a serious disruptive effect.

White-throated Needletail (or Swift) - “vulnerable”: Flocks of this species move across the
Woogaroo Creek valley on a reasonably common timetable. Generally, in Spring and Summer,
flocks use the insect resources of the Woogaroo Forest for up to a day at a time. Taking out 120
Ha of forest canopy will decrease their available food resources. Thus, there is a possibility that
they may not come this way in the future.

Lowland Rainforest of Subtropical Australia (Threatened Ecological Community)
(endangered): This threatened community occurs along Possum Creek and Woogaroo Creek,
and up wet side gullies. It is a small remnant of the once extensive “Woogaroo Scrub” found all
along Woogaroo Creek to the junction with the Brisbane River. Some large individual remnant
rainforest trees can still be found along Woogaroo Creek. Remnant vegetation in this area has
received federal grants, about 30 years ago, to treat weeds and encourage natural regeneration.

Rainbow Bee-eater (migratory) — was MNES: The Rainbow Bee-eater is a common element of
this area. It is somewhat migratory but a few individuals seem to stay over winter, more so in
recent years. It is insectivorous and requires intact forest canopies to provide their food. The
Woogaroo Forest provides that mature canopy, and the loss of 134 Ha would limit their ability to
remain in this area.

Frilled Lizard (Chlamydosaurus kingii): A special sighting in a MNES Report 2019 was the Frilled
Lizard (Chlamydosaurus kingii). This iconic species has made it onto the Strategy for Nature
2024-2030, a federal strategy and action plan. This population of the Frilled Lizard would be the
southern-most in Australia, and under great threat through urbanisation. Other populations in
Brisbane have been lost. They have been seen at Greenbank in the past by a select few
specialists. This is a great indicator of the complexity and rich biodiversity of this site.



View of Woogaroo forest Lot 9999 — mature and extensive canopy

4. Conflict with relevant planning instruments

SEQ Regional Plan The site falls within the Urban Footprint of the SEQ Regional Plan but the SEQ
Regional Plan expressly states not all land within the Urban Footprint is suitable for urban
development. Whether land within the Urban Footprint is developable is subject to site specific
constraints and characteristics. Aside from the high ecological value of this site, steepness is a
universal constraint.

Springfield Structure Plan (SSP) The SSP is the overall governing document for the site’s
development. The proposed development does not meet the Aims and Objectives of the SSP
which include creating communities “[Iln sympathy with the natural landform taking into account
the protection, and where possible, enhancement of the natural environment” (Section 1.3 (h)).
Contrary to this Aim, 134 hectares will be completely cleared;15 metres will be cut off the whole
central ridgeline and three deep gullies will be filled, with up to 15 metres of fill in some places.

The DA for Lot 9999 is the further-most-from the Centre of Springfield yet, the proposed layout
shows that, should development go ahead, this area will be the mostly densely built-up area in
Springfield.

5. Conflict with ESD and Offset principles

The EPBC Act, which governs this application, has as its primary objective to provide for the
protection of the environment, especially those aspects of the environment that are matters of
national environmental significance (MNES) and to promote the conservation of biodiversity
(EPBCA, s 3). Project assessment must be guided by the principles of Ecologically Sustainable
Development (ESD) including the precautionary principle (EPBCA, s.136).
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The Act is supported by an Offsets Policy which purports to impose a hierarchy on developers to
Avoid and Mitigate environmental harm first and then, only as a last resort, to offset any residual
harm to the environment. We believe that, in this case, total avoidance of any harm is and
should be the governing principle. Rather than being declared developable land subject to
offset conditions, we believe this prime biodiversity site should itself become a high quality offset
for other permitted development in the SEQ region —for instance, in relation to the 2032 Brisbane
Olympics.

Previous clearing: There have been a number of blocks previously cleared for development in
Springfield that were in their time referred to the Federal Government under EPBC Act.

2013/7057 — Spring Mountain 255Ha cleared No Avoidance No Mitigation 100% OFFSET
2014/7306 - Village 1 40Ha cleared No Avoidance No Mitigation 100% OFFSET
2016/7676 - First Nine 46Ha cleared No Avoidance No Mitigation 100% OFFSET
2017/7875-Woogaroo Hts  55Ha cleared No Avoidance No Mitigation 100% OFFSET

In total, 341 hectares of Koala habitat has already been cleared without any avoidance or
mitigation measures. Koalas are now absent from these areas.

The residual role of Lot 9999: All the above applications identified Lot 9999 as being intact
bushland and a place where Koalas would live, and thus it would be OK to cut down all the Koala
trees on the relevant previous block and do no mitigation. A block to the north of this application
in Bellbird Park also pointed to this large area of Koala habitat across the creek, with the inference
that this made it OK to cut down Koala trees there. EPBC 2013/7074 Brentwood.

Two current applications, in Springfield, to the Federal Government also note this large area of
intact vegetation nearby (2020/8651 and 2020/8629). These areas basically adjoin Lot 9999 and
therefore are part of this large area of Koala habitat. They should be conserved as well. These
referrals would substantially be impacted by the outcomes of this referral. Itis essential that this
block remains intact.

Lot 9999 has been used as a de facto reserve for the past decade — a decade that saw the
population of Koalas plummet. Any clearing in Lot 9999 will negate past approvals of ZERO
AVOIDANCE and ZERO MITIGATION as an acceptable premise. As these other blocks have all
now been cleared, this block, Lot 9999, ought to remain fully vegetated.

Offset opportunities: An intact, remnant forest of 134 hectares, with a mature canopy and at
least 40 years since selective logging ceased, cannot be adequately offset. Under the EPBC Act,
the Minister must be satisfied that significant impacts will be avoided. In this case, they cannot
be. The impacts are not only significant—they are permanent. They are irreversible. And they are
entirely preventable.

Rather than proceed with clearing of this site, the high ecological value of Lot 9999 presents an
excellent opportunity for it to be preserved in perpetuity as a high quality offset for other
development associated with the rapid growth and urbanisation of SEQ or in relation to greenfield
clearing associated with the Brisbane Olympics 2032. This would be consistent with the role Lot
9999 has previously played in supporting neighbouring development applications. As well as
providing ecosystem services, it would provide a natural recreational and lifestyle opportunity for
the emerging community of Springfield.



Expert and Community opposition

Scientific testimonies: Professor Hugh Posssingham, former Qld Chief Scientist, is against the
level of destruction in this project. Dr Daryl Jones recently suggested that no Koala habitatin SEQ
should be cleared at all, as the Koala is in such a parlous state. Dr Frank Carrick, in 2013, over 10
years ago, suggested in his peer review associated with EPBC 2013/7057 that clearing at this site
would have a significant impact on the local Koala colony. The Ipswich Koala Protection Society
(IKPS) believes Koalas are in real danger of going extinct in the district. Taking out the largest piece
of viable habitat will tip the district Koala colony over an extinction threshold.

Community opposition: The Ipswich-Springwood area is the fastest growing council area in
Queensland, if not Australia. The intensification of suburban neighbourhoods reinforces the need
for active, healthy recreational opportunities for new and old residents and for localised,
character place-making to welcome new residents. The protection of local habitat provides these
services for free as well as offering more direct environmental benefits. Allresidents gain a greater
sense of home through retention of a forested ridgeline and connected and protected Koala
habitat. All residents of Ipswich want Koalas to continue to be part of the city. There are no
benefits at all from this development for the SEQ environment including its endangered local
native species or for the existing recently built suburban communities in this area.

Conclusion

On behalf of the Southeast Queensland Community Alliance (SEQCA) and the residents of
Springwood and Ipswich, we urge you to refuse EPBC 2019/8575 and instead to liaise with the
developer and Queensland government to ensure the site is reserved in perpetuity for
environmental protection including nature based, eco-centred, recreational purposes.

Yours sincerely,
[ telhen

Chris Walker
President

SEQ Community Alliance

CcC:

senator.waters@aph.gov.au ; admin@savewoogarooforest.com.au ; EPBC.Referrals@dcceew.gov.au ;
senator.watt@aph.gov.au ; Milton.Dick.MP@aph.gov.au ; jordan@parliament.qld.gov.au ;
deputy.premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au




