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Located just 25km SW of Brisbane’s CBD on the doorstep of Springfield, Woogaroo Forest (420ha) is 

home to a rich variety of wildlife: over 130 bird species, Koalas, Platypus, Gliders, Echidnas, Frilled-

neck Lizards and many other native species. Lamentably, this remnant forest is under threat of 

development. Save Woogaroo Forest Group is fighting to save this rich natural heritage from urban 

development. Read on to find out more…. 

 

In Springfield, Ipswich, Stockland wants to totally clear 120Ha of high value bushland and Koala 

habitat, in order to pack in about 2,000 houses.  This is all steep land with a prominent ridge and 

three deep gullies.  The extent of nominally developable land on this site is rather small.  If Council’s 

codes on steep land and on building communities around the landscape of the area were applied, 

then there would be very little developable land. 

However, Stockland suggested that the ridge gets cut down by a massive 15 metres, and the gullies 

get filled up with a massive 15 metres of fill.  These are mining-scale earthworks over 120 Ha, 

without a single tree – just pure vandalism.  Council said OK in 2024, even though this violates most 

of their own town planning codes. 

The surrounding suburbs are up in arms.  The prominent vegetated ridgeline will be flattened.  Their 

sense of place will be shattered.  Under any reading of Council codes, this ridgeline ought to remain, 

and retain the vegetation.  Residents rightly considered that this area is more valuable for the region 

as a vegetated reserve than a vast area of featureless grey rooves.  They love seeing Koalas and 

other wildlife.  In SEQ there is simply no need to cut down another tree for urban development.  The 

forested areas should remain forested. 



The Save Woogaroo Forest Group is fighting this development.  So far Council has given approval for 

this destruction.  The State Government doesn’t care about development in Springfield as it made 

the area “exempt development” for State Interest best practice codes (such as the Koala Code 25).  

So it doesn’t care about this destruction either.  So the next step is to the Feds on Matters of 

National Environmental Significance, such as Koalas and Grey-headed Flying Foxes.  The 

development can’t proceed until the Feds also give approval. 

 

A bird’s eye view of Woogaroo forest. Watch the video here. 

Sustainable Communities 

This development brings out issues of “best practice urban development” and of building 

“sustainable communities” that have connections to the landscapes and histories of Ipswich.  We all 

need to have a sense of “home”.  We all want to be part of a connected community.  Urban 

development used to be controlled by Council codes and standards.  But not anymore!  Maximising 

developer profit seems to be the sole aim now.  Councils and the State seem to be captured by the 

development industry.  A universal and constant problem of the regulator being captured by the 

regulatee. 

This development also brings out issues of professional standards.  No professional would disregard 

all of the best practice concepts of their chosen profession.  But the development industry seemingly 

has no professional standards or values. 

Ecologically Sustainable Development 

Of course, this is all underpinned by the one foundational principle – that of “Ecologically 

Sustainable Development”.  Everything we do MUST be ecologically sustainable, or “nature 

positive”, otherwise we go backwards.  All development must make a positive contribution to the 

ecosystems of life that underpin our community and all of our economy.  The resources of the world 

were once considered endless, or so we thought.  We now know that there are limits and 

thresholds.  We simply have to look after country. 

https://savewoogarooforest.com.au/


Population Explosion 

We shudder to think of the massive disruption to present citizens from all the suggested increases in 

urban sprawl.  Ipswich brags about another 100,000 houses in 20 years – a 120% increase (more 

than doubling).  This is indeed shocking to contemplate on so many levels.  Ipswich makes a loss on 

every new block created.  The Citizens of Ipswich, it seems, will be paying for developers to 

maximize their profits.  Infrastructure (water, sewerage, power, comms, rubbish, road transport, rail 

transport, schools, recreation, etc) needs to at least double and likely treble.  Where is the water 

coming from?  Where is the connection to country?  Where are the sustainable communities with a 

sense of home? 

Check out our Facebook page – Save Woogaroo Forest – Ipswich Queensland.   

Add your name to our petition.  Sign up as a supporter.   

Visit our web page – www.savewoogarooforest.com.au 
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