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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CRITICAL JUNCTION: RESIDENT GROUP WARNS BCC APPROVAL FOR OLYMPIC SITE
TESTING COULD BE CONTRARY TO LEGAL OBLIGATIONS AND FRACTURE PUBLIC
TRUST

BRISBANE, [22 October 2025] — BRISBANE RESIDENTS UNITED [BRU] today demanded
immediate and clear accountability from the Brisbane City Council (BCC) regarding a request
from the Games Independent Infrastructure Coordinating Authority (GIICA) to commence
technical assessments at Victoria Park / Barrambin, the proposed site for the new Olympic
stadium and aquatic centre.

BRU warns that by simply granting permission for site testing, BCC could be giving tacit
approval for the controversial development, potentially placing the Council in direct breach of
its fiduciary duties under the Queensland Land Act.

"This is not a simple administrative request; it's a critical tipping point in the fight for Brisbane's
green heart," said Elizabeth Handley, President BRU "The State Government's incomplete
Olympic legislation has created a legal and ethical trap: GIICA has the authority to plan, but
BCC remains the legal trustee, bound by an approved Land Management Plan that explicitly
precludes this kind of major building activity."

The Legal and Ethical Trap

The technical issue, which the Watchdog describes as a "calculated assessment" by GIICA to
push liability onto BCC, centres on the following:

e BCC as Trustee: Brisbane City Council holds Victoria Park as a Deed of Grant in Trust
(DOGIT) under the Land Act. As trustee, it is legally liable to manage the park strictly in line
with its approved Master Plan/Land Management Plan, which is designed for "future
enhancement" and increased greening, directly clashing with the stadium development.

e Tacit Approval: BRU argues that if BCC approves the testing, it could be interpreted as
giving tacit approval to the entire development, thereby potentially breaching its
fiduciary duty to uphold the Land Management Plan.

e Incomplete Legislation: The State's Olympic legislation gives GIICA power to build but
fails to override BCC's fundamental responsibilities under the Land Act, leaving the Council
in a "highly [legally] vulnerable position".
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Call for Inmediate Transparency and Pause
BRU is calling on the Brisbane City Council to immediately take the following actions:

1. Formally Announce Intention: BCC must immediately and publicly announce whether it
will agree or disagree with GIICA’s request to commence technical testing on the site.

2. Acknowledge Heritage Claim: BCC must pause any decision, given that both GIICA and
the Council are aware of a current claim made by Indigenous parties under the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders Heritage Protection Act, seeking protection for the whole park.

3. Demand Compensation: If the Council intends to give permission, it must outline what
manner of compensation for the park's land value (many millions) and recompense for the
$30 million plus spent on preparing the Master Plan will be made.

"The people of Brisbane deserve to know the legal truth. The Queensland Government's
incomplete laws have left the Brisbane City Council holding the bag, forcing them to choose
between betraying their legal responsibility to protect the park and causing jurisdictional chaos
for the Olympic project," Ms Handley said. "The fate of Victoria Park Barrambin will remain
tenuous until this legal mess is sorted out, not hidden by quick approvals."

Elizabeth Handley
for Brisbane Residents United

brisbaneresidentsunited@gmail.com

0404 833 057
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Technical Note: The Victoria Park Barrambin Legal

Conundrum

ISSUE: Conflict in Governance: Fiduciary Duty vs. Olympic Legislation at Victoria Park

Barrambin

PREPARED FOR: BRISBANE RESIDENTS UNITED

DATE: 21 October 2025

Technical Concept (Source
Document Term)

Summary of Conflict &
Potential for 'Hiding'

Implications for Brisbane City
Council (BCC)

Deed of Grant in Trust
(DOGIT) and Trustee Status

BCC is the legal Trustee of
Victoria Park / Barrambin,
which is held under the
Queensland Land Act. This
status imposes a fiduciary
responsibility to manage
and care for the land only for
its stated purpose—public
parkland.

Direct Liability: BCC is liable
for the management of the
park. Any action that
diminishes the parkland
status may be a breach of
fiduciary responsibility.

Approved Land
Management Plan / Master
Plan

The approved Plan (by the
State Minister for Resources)
mandates the enhancement
and increased greening of
the park. The Land Act has
not been overridden
(neutralised) by the Olympic
legislation. The Plan therefore
precludes the major building
activity (stadium/aquatic
centre) intended by GIICA.

Invidious/Vulnerable
Position: BCC is bound by a
State-approved plan that
forbids the State's own
Olympic infrastructure plan,
placing BCC in a legally
vulnerable position.
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GIICA Request for
Technical Assessment
Permission

GIICA (Games Independent
Infrastructure Coordinating
Authority) has asked BCC for
permission to start technical
testing. This request is seen
as a calculated legal
maneuver.

The 'Hiding' Mechanism: If
BCC grants permission, it
may be construed as tacit
approval for the ultimate
development. This allows the
State (via GIICA) to proceed
while placing the legal
burden of breaching the
Trust entirely on the BCC,
thereby shielding the State
from potential litigation for
jurisdictional error.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders Heritage
Protection Act Claim

An Indigenous claim for
protection of the entire park
has been made to the
Commonwealth Minister. This
is a pending legal barrier.

Requirement to Pause: Both
BCC and GIICA are aware of
this claim. Proceeding with
invasive technical
assessment before the claim
is resolved (or an agreement
is reached) is reckless and
legally questionable.

IOC Contract Clause
(Cultural Heritage)

The Government's contract
with the IOC compels that any
cultural heritage land
associated with an Olympic
venue must retain its
cultural heritage status.
This may be the reason the
new Olympic legislation left
the Land Act/DOGIT status in
place.

Ongoing Problems: If the
land must remain held under
DOGIT and managed as a
cultural heritage asset, its use
for a massive stadium creates
a fundamental, ongoing
conflict that will persist long
after the Games.

CONCLUSION: The Urgent Call

The current legislative framework is incomplete and contradictory, creating a situation where
BCC is being asked to effectively subvert its own legal responsibilities. The request for
permission to test is a clear attempt to force BCC's hand and bypass the need for proper legal
and community consultation. BCC must refuse the request or formally state its full intention and
address the legal and financial implications, including compensation for the loss of park value
and Master Plan investment, before any further work proceeds.
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