Spring Hill Green Infrastructure Project and ‘Pilot Project’ to
Investigate Green Walkways

Dr Neil Peach, Spring Hill Community Group

The overarching Green Infrastructure Project being progressively developed by the Spring Hill
Community Group (SHCG) is a broadly based endeavour to bring the natural environment into
play with the social fabric of the community and with the urban development that is taking
place and planned within the suburb.

This overarching plan hopes to influence both (1) the public realm and (2) the land owned by
residents, business and government - for the sake of simplicity we will call this the private
realm.

The scope of this plan is indicated by our Outline of a Green Infrastructure Plan for Spring Hill.

The Pilot Project to investigate ‘Green Walkways’ in Spring Hill is dealing only with the ‘public
realm’. This project is being done as a part of a collaboration involving Spring Hill Community
Group, Royal Geographic Society of Queensland (incorporating their Young Geographers Group
and Map Group) with input from Queensland Walks and financial support from Mr Stephen
Bates, Federal Member for Brisbane. A good way of understanding the scope of the public realm
is to refer to a recent example of a Public Realm proposal for the suburb of Woolloongabba
Brisbane prepared by the Economic Development Queensland. For our purposes the

public realm is the ‘common’ property in the suburb - the roads, footpaths, street signs, street
trees, kerb and channelling, parks, public car parking spaces, bike paths, walkways enabling
access through built infrastructure, laneways.

The focus is to link walkability and environmental issues with community wellbeing.
Our pilot project involves three primary phases:
PHASE ONE

In phase 1, SHCG will review existing known materials from all sources. It will then present three
possible pathways that might offer the opportunity to ‘link’ people and nature from the Brisbane
River to Barrambin Victoria Park. The group will show the paths on a map and provide the basic
rationale for their proposals.

PHASE TWO

In phase 2, RGSQ Groups will review the proposed pathway in the context of the rationale
provided and assess the extent to which these paths would deliver on the three objectives - 1.
Walkability 2. Environmental and 3. Community Wellbeing. The RGSQ groups will also assess
existing planning and other instruments including local plans, local laws and existing projects
and strategies from government agencies that bear on the project. The RGSQ (with input from
Queensland Walks) will then engage with Sprin Hill Community Group (SHCG) to test alternative
options and issues.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HaF280BD6EIlkgw1MWhMalBPklRCKReM/view
https://sites.google.com/view/shcg/home
https://sites.google.com/view/shcg/home
https://www.rgsq.org.au/
https://queenslandwalks.org.au/
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=300246
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=300246
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0029/89309/WoolloongabbaPDA-draft-public-realm-guideline-v2.pdf
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0029/89309/WoolloongabbaPDA-draft-public-realm-guideline-v2.pdf

PHASE THREE
In phase 3, we will:

e Resolve preferred pathways and assess what needs to be done to enhance these
pathways to achieve the project’s three objectives

e Arrange an event that will enable the wider community to ‘walk’ the pathways so as to
collect further information to support the project at the same time as building
connections and relationships across the community.

e Present the proposal for ‘Green Walkways’ to relevant agencies with a view to gaining
support for improving these walkways.

Background Documents on Spring Hill

1. SHCG ePetition for Green Infrastructure for Spring Hill with response from BCC

2. Spring Hill 2035 Vision Project : Initiation Document

3. Spring Hill History Project

4. Proposal from community member for cooling Spring Hill

Background Planning Documents

Global

1. Connecting Global Priorities: Biodiversity and Human Health A State of Knowledge

Review [by World Health Organisation, UNEP & CoBD

National

1. Australia’s Strategy for Nature

Local

1. Current Spring Hill Neighbourhood plan refers.

2. BCC's Draft Renewal Strategy for Spring Hill provides ideas generated by BCC.

3. Brisbane Clean Green Sustainable

4. Better Suburbs Initiative

5. Suburbanrenewal

6. Adelaide Street Vision



https://www.epetitions.brisbane.qld.gov.au/petition/view/pid/1155
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HZ3l705A-xU3oyS6uZzQnu2ktDx0mNps/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NP2rwjZP075Y0bRKjprP1CVV4MT14hW9q5rZu-7TOHw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pVqNZMGW9IIjt2oGJRSus70tvKQi9Srw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FDZTPIpFuAdOukUmzBHpFcTDcGasxveB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FDZTPIpFuAdOukUmzBHpFcTDcGasxveB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FdZHXwxAQ6WJ1l1DW3Ao6x0BSlrYaOtY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xTVKnPNQrrGAwBVZJewSwRHw-gm-uyf2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j3d589bq28qRDwxv4wpvfKRtqIzBJq3U/view?usp=sharing
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/20180207-brisbane_clean_green_sustainable_2017-2031.pdf
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/neighbourhood-plans-and-other-local-planning-projects/better-suburbs-initiative
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/suburban-renewal
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/city-centre-master-plan-2014

7. Albert Street Vision

8. Brisbane's knowledge corridor and precincts

9. City Centre Master Plan 2014

10. City Reach Waterfront Master Plan

11. New World City Design Guide - Buildings that Breathe

12. Roma Street PDA Development Scheme

Regional

1. The extract below shows the ‘green fingers’ of Regional Biodiversity Corridors from SARA
DA Mapping System coming towards Brisbane. This proposal seeks to build the fingers

from Brisbane River/Central Brisbane out towards these regional fingers.



https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/city-centre-master-plan-2014
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/neighbourhood-plans-and-other-local-planning-projects/brisbanes-knowledge-corridor-and-precincts
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-building/planning-guidelines-tools/brisbane-city-centre-master-plan-2014
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/city-reach-waterfront-master-plan
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/neighbourhood-planning-and-urban-renewal/new-world-city-design-guide-buildings-that-breathe
https://qdosd.squiz.cloud/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/56589/roma-street-CRR-PDA-development-scheme.pdf
https://dams.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/damappingsystem/?accordions=SARA%20DA%20Mapping
https://dams.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/damappingsystem/?accordions=SARA%20DA%20Mapping

