Population growth in Southeast Queensland is surging

Southeast Queensland’s population increased by more than 100,000 people per year over the past
two years according to figures published recently by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).

This region which includes 12 local government authorities extending from the Gold Coast to the
Sunshine Coast and west to Toowoomba is now home to an estimated 4.1 million people.

The region’s population increased 2.5% over the 12 months to 30 June 2024. If this growth rate
continues, there will be 5 million people in Southeast Queensland when it hosts the 2032 Olympics.

It’s unlikely that the pitter-patter of baby footsteps will have much to do with population growth in
Southeast Queensland over the next few years as births are declining year on year. The region’s rapid
population growth is mostly due to migration.

Overseas Migration is driving population increase in Southeast Queensland

Southeast Queensland Population Change 2023-24
Natural Increase, Internal and Overseas Migration - ABS Data

More than 60% of Southeast
Queensland’s population growth in
2023/24 was the result of Net Overseas
Migration (arrivals minus departures).

In Brisbane, Net Overseas Migration was
the dominant component of population
growth in 2023/24. It contributed
31,427 people to a city-wide population
increase of 32,159.

Net Overseas Migration also dominated
population growth in the Gold Coast. Of
its extra 15,281 residents in the year
ending 30 June 2024, 11,775 (77%) were
due to Net Overseas Migration.
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Internal Migration

Net Internal Migration (people moving to a local government area from other parts of Queensland or
elsewhere in Australia) contributed about 22% of the total population growth experienced by
Southeast Queensland in 2023-24. This was the largest contributor to population growth in four
Southeast Queensland cities: Sunshine Coast, Moreton Bay, Ipswich, and Logan.

Brisbane’s population growth was offset slightly by people leaving for elsewhere in Australia resulting
in a reduction of 4,450 people due to Net Internal Migration.



Southeast Queensland Population Change - Natural Increase and Net Migration by Local Government Area
Change in Estimated Resident Population for 12 Months Ending 30 June 2024 - ABS Data
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Natural Increase is making a smaller contribution to population g rowth in South East Queensland

Only a small proportion (about 16%) of population growth in Southeast Queensland is due to Natural
Increase — the difference between births and deaths. In 2023/24 the Natural Increase in Southeast
Queensland’s population was just 16,732 out of a total population increase of 101,890.

Fewer babies are being born in Southeast Queensland which has led to a slight decline in the region’s
Natural Increase over the past three years.

Southeast Queensland Population Change
Births and Natural Increase (Births Minus Deaths) - ABS Data
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The contribution of Natural Increase to population growth varies across southeast Queensland.



Local government areas with above average contributions from Natural Increase in 2023/24 included
Ipswich (26.9% of population increase), Toowoomba (24.1%), Somerset (22.3%), and Logan (22.2%).

Noosa had negative Natural Increase, a reduction of 71 people in 2023/24, resulting from more
deaths (459) than births (389). This was a slight improvement compared to previous years. In
2022/23 Noosa’s Natural Increase was -157 and in 2021/22 it was -145.

Local Government Areas compared

87% of Southeast Queensland’s population lives in the six largest local government areas: Brisbane,
Gold Coast, Moreton Bay, Logan City, Sunshine Coast and Ipswich. More than 90% of the region’s
population increase happened in these Big Six cities.

The fasted growing cities in Southeast Queensland in 2023/24 were Logan (3.9%) and Ipswich (3.5%).
These cities have experienced additional population growth through the declaration of priority
development areas.

Cities with growth close to the regional average increase of 2.5% were Sunshine Coast (2.6%),
Moreton Bay (2.4%), Brisbane (2.4%) and Gold Coast (2.3%).

Most of the smaller local government areas had population growth below the regional average
growth rate except for Lockyer Valley which surprised with an increase of 2.8%.

Southeast Queensland Population Change
% Increase over 12 months to 30 June 2024 - ABS Data

Implications of Population Growth

Population growth is creating a massive demand for infrastructure spending. This is likely to be a
challenge for local councils and the LNP State Government over the next few years leading up to the
2032 Olympics, which also requires massive infrastructure spending. Council and State budgets
presented in June 2025 will shed some light on how well these challenges are being addressed.
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