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The 2023 SEQ Regional Plan update 

The 2023 Regional Plan update was completed and launched in November 2023.  

The new State Planner Ms Peta Harwood has recently informed Brisbane Residents United 
(BRU) that:  

There is a commitment to review all regional plans in every corner of the State. 
While we have commenced work on the draft program and the scope and 
inclusion of regional plans into the future, including renewed alignment with 
infrastructure plans, we are not yet in a position to share this with you… 
[G]rowth monitoring, accountability and transparency is a priority. 

 

SEQ Bioregional planning 

When we last spoke to the team doing regional biodiversity planning in the State Department of 
Environment and Science, we were assured that plans were proceeding with additional 
resources gained to pursue an updated methodology with refreshed information for SEQ. Much 
of this work was planned for 2025 with potential community consultation late 2025/early 2026. 
We can only hope that we can obtain a reasonable update in the not too distant future.  

Previous ideas about employing regional environmental zoning are a potential pathway for 
connecting regional ‘town’ planning with regions’ 'biodiversity’ planning [see New report: 
Principles and Zoning Rules for Bioregional Planning ]. BRU has logged multiple reservations 
that would need significant effort to ensure that poor ‘town planning’ outcomes were not used 
as an excuse for more land clearing. [BRU Submission on the Proof of Concept for 
Environmental Zoning.]  

 

Housing Supply Plans and their impact on the public realm 

There are lots of plans, but so far we can’t find any reports from BCC or the State to indicate 
progress on their Housing Supply plans – a keystone feature of the revised SEQ regional plan. 
The only reports we have found are from commercial and development resources highlighting 
the need for more land clearing and fewer restrictions on development.  

We believe there is a yawning hole in governance and accountability that is made invisible by a 
social hypnosis to media that diverts serious reflection and trivialises most issues. he 
community interest in ‘why’ what is happening in the housing market  [i.e. supply is not 
increasing and prices continue to rise] appears to be invisible in the social realm. What is visible 
is the impact on people and families and this consumes community attention.  

At the same time, the over upzoning in the inner city is slowing down supply and increasing 
costs. This failure is then creating the justification for more greenfield sites to be flattened in 
LGAs surrounding Brisbane LGA.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.queenslandconservation.org.au%2Fnew_report_bioregional_planning&data=05%7C02%7Cp.england%40griffith.edu.au%7Cea41186e7926493e183408dd5b849b0e%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638767350420407301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7tClsApjjzB4O1XZQp3UE%2BTue%2FNBD8d9YaAJGK3hhyU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.queenslandconservation.org.au%2Fnew_report_bioregional_planning&data=05%7C02%7Cp.england%40griffith.edu.au%7Cea41186e7926493e183408dd5b849b0e%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638767350420407301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7tClsApjjzB4O1XZQp3UE%2BTue%2FNBD8d9YaAJGK3hhyU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1MRQa6m71ah41nk6X1h-eFu7dVj2o2TnV6PXW6nmWnDA%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cp.england%40griffith.edu.au%7Cea41186e7926493e183408dd5b849b0e%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638767350420423258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=50vijcCipdLM5zrPVmk3MwEdNtuaLP8vPtfbj9NQH48%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1MRQa6m71ah41nk6X1h-eFu7dVj2o2TnV6PXW6nmWnDA%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cp.england%40griffith.edu.au%7Cea41186e7926493e183408dd5b849b0e%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638767350420423258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=50vijcCipdLM5zrPVmk3MwEdNtuaLP8vPtfbj9NQH48%3D&reserved=0


 

 

The quality and sustainability of the public realm is threatened by an isolated focus on 
increasing housing supply. More concessions for bigger buildings to increase their 
footprints (with ‘performance based’ reduced setbacks for instance) reduces amenity and uses 
more of the public realm (including footpaths and roads) to enable construction to occur. 

In addition to this issue, active transport means the public realm is being called on to cater for 
much more ‘traffic’ - e.g bikes, scooters, joggers, walkers, dogs. The public realm needs to 
provide more greening and more active transport and Council is relaxing parking needs within 
developments (see for instance) so more on street parking as well is needed.  

The Woolloongabba PDA introduced a public realm document. It sets out ‘standards’ for what is 
needed for different sized road reserves and is an attempt to respond to the pressures of the 
public space in our cities and suburbs. Some community groups are endeavouring to 
understand how their suburb’s streets and footpaths match to this ‘standard’ as a way of getting 
the Council to start investing in the public realm. You can read about the Springhill Community 
Group’s project with the Royal Geographic Society Queensland ‘young geographers’ later in this 
newsletter. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdp-au-prod-app-edq-hysdsdilgp-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com%2F8517%2F2678%2F4409%2FWoolloongabba_PDA_-_Public_Realm_Guideline.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cp.england%40griffith.edu.au%7Cea41186e7926493e183408dd5b849b0e%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638767350420437531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UcbhpCT8JH08HObTRT6ceTEhvOQkYwxEMmHaizgPlac%3D&reserved=0

