
  

 
 

 

The Heat and Hazards: Keep Queenslanders Safe campaign  
  

By Sara Hicks (Climate activist at Gecko) 

 

On our current emissions trajectory, we’ll hit 2.0°C degrees of warming in the coming 

decades, regularly exposing Queenslanders to severe heat, intense and frequent flooding, 

and more extreme storm events. The compound effect of these unnatural climate hazards is 

already taking a toll, leaving many with physical and mental health impacts, damaged 

homes, lost earnings, and rising insurance. Communities tell us these hazards have a lasting 

impact with the next disasters hitting while residents are still recovering.  

  

Over the past 18 months, nine peak regional conservation groups in QLD have 

collaborated on a strategic campaign to elevate heat and other climate hazards on 

the Queensland Government’s agenda. Through roundtables and forums, they have 

engaged frontline communities affected by these hazards, highlighting the significant 

impacts on daily life on local businesses. 

  

Queenslanders tell us they want governments, not only to build back better, but to urgently 

invest in making our communities more climate-resilient, addressing, and preparing for the 

growing impacts of heat, river flooding, sea-level rise, coastal erosion, and storm surges. 

  

Based on this rigorous community engagement and research the QLD regional conservation 

groups recommend that the Queensland Government: 

 

• Establish QHeat2050 non-competitive funding to assist local governments to 

create heat strategies and implement heat risk reduction in planning and mitigation 

measures. 



• Update and boost QCoast2100 coastal hazard adaptation in regional and local 

planning, with updated flood modelling, non-competitive access, and funding for 

implementation of adaptation measures. 

  

Many residents are already taking action, such as raising their houses to protect against 

flooding. However, governments also have a duty to safeguard communities from 

intolerable risks. Heat is the deadliest climate hazard, responsible for increased mortality 

across Queensland and causing numerous health impacts, including heat-related illness, 

skin cancer, and increased violence. The compounding impacts of consecutive and 
concurrent events, particularly power outages from cyclones and storms during summer, are 
leaving the most vulnerable people even more exposed to extreme heat. 
  

“Our daughter came in and helped me with presents over Christmas time. It was between 35 

and 37 degrees the whole time. I had to drive her home because she was physically ill from 

the heat”. - George, Kamerunga (Heatwave that followed Cyclone Jasper, December 2023) 

  

Nature is a powerful ally in reducing heat risk and generating more resilient urban 

landscapes. The Heat & Hazards: Keep Queenslanders Safe campaign advocates for nature-

based solutions as the most cost-effective way to protect communities. Investing in urban 

forestry, coastal dune protection and restoration, mangrove conservation and river 

stabilisation not only mitigates extreme heat and flood hazards, but also enhances 

biodiversity and ecosystem resilience. These solutions provide long-term benefits, cooling 

cities naturally, reducing flood risks, and safeguarding both people and wildlife from 

worsening climate hazards. 

 
Sign our letter to support this campaign: 
We invite you to sign a letter of support for these recommendations to the Premier and relevant 
Ministers. SIGN OUR LETTER HERE  
 
You can access our 2025-1016 Budget submission to the Queensland Government on Heat and 
Hazards mitigation and adaptation here. 
 
For more information about the Heat and Hazards campaign, or a copy of our policy brief, visit: 

Heat & Hazards: Keep Queenslanders Safe 
 
Contact: Sara Hicks, climateadvocate@gecko.org.au 
 

 
 

https://cafnec.org.au/tabletalks/
https://www.queenslandconservation.org.au/heat_hazards_gecko
https://seqalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-budget-submission_-QHeat2050-QCoast2100-P-1.pdf
https://cafnec.org.au/heat-and-hazards-keeping-queenslanders-safe/

