
4 October 2024

Chris Walker
President
SEQ Community Alliance

By email: president@seqalliance.org

Queensland Greens’ Response to SEQ Community Alliance 2024 Election Priorities

Dear Mr Walker

Thank you for your letter dated 23 September 2024 enquiring about the Queensland Greens’ position on
the 10 election priorities for SEQ Community Alliance.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide our position. Like SEQ Community Alliance, the Queensland
Greens want to see sustainable, well planned growth across Queensland and in the south east corner,
that prepares us for climate change and doesn’t compromise on livability and protection of the
environment.

You can read our overall plan for Queensland, which is set out here. The election initiatives we have
already announced are listed towards the bottom of that page, with more to be added before the
election.

Our planning and environment policy priorities are based on our member-endorsed policies, set at the
state and federal level.

Population growth

It’s clear that south-east Queensland’s population is set to grow in the coming decades, especially as
more people across the world are forced from their homes as a result of extreme weather events, food
and resource scarcity, and violence and conflict.

We should be investing now in planning and development that ensures all Queenslanders, now and in
the future, will have the things they need to live a good life.

This growing population will require increased access to essential services, housing and public spaces
that promote livability. In a wealthy State like Queensland, this is not beyond our means.

Our responses to the subsequent questions detail the kinds of changes we would implement to make
this possible.

Planning and Development Approval

The Queensland Greens believe the current planning system needs major reform. Residents have lost
control of their local neighbourhoods and the system is stacked in favour of property developers who are
making enormous profits, amidst a housing crisis, by building prohibitively expensive homes that offer
little or no public spaces or greenspace.

The Greens would:

a. Launch a groundbreaking trial of deliberative democracy for neighbourhood plans;
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b. Tighten neighbourhood plans to end special deals for developers, with:
i. Strict and binding height limits;

ii. No exemptions to boundary setbacks; and
iii. Binding minimum requirements for trees and green space,

c. Overhaul the Planning Act to:
i. Make sure all major developments are “Impact Assessable";

ii. Strengthen community objection rights;
iii. Close loopholes;
iv. Restrict construction noise; and
v. Ban development in flood-prone areas.

We would also develop local and State government planning instruments that reduce greenfield sites
and support urban renewal, in concert with the creation of urban villages and town centres, improved
public transport networks and active transport options, increasing the quality and quantity of public and
green spaces, and ensuring greater emphasis on green infrastructure in urban planning and development.

You can read our full suite of planning and development policies here.

SEQ Regional Plan

At this stage, the Queensland Greens have not undertaken internal processes to settle on granular
changes that we would make to the SEQ regional plan, including the urban footprint and allowable
densities.

However, broadly speaking, the Queensland Greens are supportive of increased density, when supported
by increased and improved services, in appropriate areas, including around transport hubs. We also
strongly prefer urban renewal (infill) over and above any greenfield sites, as well as protecting and
establishing more green breaks, wildlife corridors and inter-urban breaks.

Housing in SEQ

Borne out of successive governments’ treatment of housing as a commodity rather than a human right,
Queensland’s housing crisis is severe, and has dramatically escalated over the last term of government.

Successive Labor and LNP governments have underinvested in social housing, and have refused to do
anything about the skyrocketing cost of rent. The Housing Investment Fund is not functioning as
intended. Not a single new social housing dwelling has been completed using funds from the Housing
Investment Fund. Not a single one is likely to be completed before the state election. The Homes for
Queenslanders plan has an overemphasis on giving concessions to the development industry, rather than
direct government investment in housing. The LNP, given its track record last time it held government,
and the lack of detail in its housing announcements, is certainly no better alternative.

We need to boost the amount of social housing stock in Queensland in order for this target to deliver
meaningful amounts of permanent supportive housing.

The Queensland Greens would create a public developer to deliver 100,000 new sustainable, accessible
and well-designed public homes over the next 6 years, with 8 star energy ratings and beautiful shared
spaces, supported by increased investment in the existing public builder, QBuild. These homes would be
available to rent or buy at discount rates for all Queenslanders.

While in Parliament in the last term, the Queensland Greens introduced inclusionary zoning legislation,
which would have required all new multi-residential developments in the inner city to include 25% public
housing.

We would also address the housing crisis by:

- Freezing rents for 2 years to allow wages to catch up, followed by a permanent cap on rent
increases at 1% per annum;

- Giving renters the right to have their lease renewed unless the owner has a good reason not to
renew; and
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- Creating a State-owned bank to offer owner-occupiers mortgage rates 1.5% below the Big 4
banks.

Infrastructure

Trunk infrastructure

Infrastructure charges are one of the few ways Councils can make developers contribute towards things
made necessary by new development, like pedestrian crossings, parks, flood mitigation, public transport,
and community facilities. But in 2011 the Labor State government introduced a statewide cap on how
much councils can charge developers. Since then, the costs of land and infrastructure have grown faster
than the cap, leaving Councils struggling to keep up.

In 2023 the Queensland Greens introduced legislation to remove the cap. This would ensure Councils can
recover the real costs of constructing and servicing the requisite critical infrastructure like water and
electricity, parks and major roadworks, for all new developments.

Transport

The Queensland Greens prioritise active and public transport options over private car use. We have a plan
for free and frequent public transport services, including new dedicated bus lanes, high-frequency bus
routes on every major road corridor, trains running 24/7 and every 15 minutes or better in SEQ,

You can read our detailed plan to improve Brisbane’s bus network, including specific areas and routes
being targeted, here.

Our Queensland-wide plan is available here.

Medical services

The Queensland Greens will invest in universal, free healthcare by properly funding public hospitals and
establishing 200 free public GP clinics to enhance preventative healthcare. In addition, we will ensure
that all Queenslanders can access 20 free sessions with a psychologist per year.

You can read our detailed plans in relation to mental health care here, and in relation to GP clinics here.

Education

The Queensland Greens would adequately fund our public education system so that childcare, kindy,
public schools and TAFE are genuinely free, and would also ensure that every child can participate in one
community sport program per year for free, so that all children enjoy the benefits regardless of their
family’s income.

These commitments are backed up by our work in Parliament; last year we introduced the Education
(General Provisions) (Helping Families with School Costs) Amendment Bill 2023, which would have
ensured funding for state schools met the minimum schooling resource standard and were sufficient to
cover out of pocket expenses associated with extracurricular activities, student resources, and school
uniforms.

The major parties voted the Bill down, but we look forward to having more Queensland Greens MPs in
Parliament next term to pursue this.

Climate change resilience

Queensland is already feeling the effects of climate change especially acutely, and is projected to
experience more severe weather events into the future. In South East Queensland, this looks like more
frequent and severe flooding, more severe heatwaves and bushfires, changes to rainfall patterns, sea
level rise and more frequent drought, as well as increased vector-borne diseases. South East Queensland,
in particular, is extremely vulnerable to the risk of tropical cyclones moving further south. These events
will have enormous consequential impacts on South East Queensland’s health services, critical
infrastructure and housing, as well as access to fresh food and water and our ability to insure against
natural hazards. These impacts will not be felt equally; those in our communities already facing
disadvantage will be affected worst.
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That’s why the Queensland Greens have focused on localised, community-based preparedness by:

● Hosting an event with Queenslanders with Disability Network and Queensland Advocacy for
Inclusion, on disaster preparedness for people with disability;1

● Hosting local events and workshops on relevant disaster preparedness; and2

● Offering practical support as well as advocating for increased funding for local community
centres.

By building stronger communities, networks and organising capacity, the Queensland Greens have also
been able to mobilise huge numbers of volunteers from within affected communities to respond to major
weather events. This model ensures that responses are compassionate and community-led.

In addition to localised responses, the Queensland Greens support, as a matter of priority, a ban on all
new development in floodplains, massive investment in Queensland’s public health system, to ensure
that it’s well-equipped to deal with future disasters; greater investment in First Nations-led bushfire
management, and increased funding to urban infrastructure providers to improve disaster-readiness.

You can read the Queensland Greens bushfire risk management policy here, with many of the principles
extending more broadly to other extreme weather events.

Environment

The Queensland Greens’ policy on Biodiversity and the Environment emphasises the critical importance of
protected areas. It aims to:

● Increase the budget for protected area management to ensure that management plans for all
National Parks are developed, adequately funded and implemented; and

● Permanently exclude mining activities in, and from impacting upon, all protected areas and those
with high conservation values at state, regional and local levels.

Our policy also proposes an expansion of the protected area estate. Queensland is currently well short of
the 17% target for protected area coverage. Additions should be based on the Comprehensive, Adequate
and Representative (CAR) reserve system principles and strategically targeted to re-connect fragmented
wildlife corridors and establish climate refugia (for example, by continuing the buy-back of the Daintree).

We also support increasing Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers jobs in roles and areas decided in
consultation with First Nations People.

The Greens have consistently opposed private development on national park land, including for-profit
ecotourism ventures. While we support eco-tourism in the vicinity of our national parks, private leases in
national parks for commercial purposes contravene the “cardinal principle” of the Nature Conservation
Act, which says the Government’s primary aim should be conserving our national parks, not offering them
up for profit. Any commercial use of other protected areas must be subject to thorough environmental
impact assessments and regulation that prevents adverse impacts on the protected features.

The Queensland Greens support amending the Nature Conservation Act to protect the habitat of near
threatened species. We also want to ensure mapping and protection for koala habitat right across
Queensland, rather than just in the South-East.

Within the Queensland Greens held electorates of Maiwar and South Brisbane, our MPs have been able
to fight for protection of critical, local greenspaces, like Mt Coot-tha, and for the reclamation of other
sites as greenspace. We’ve also thrown our support behind campaigns for the protection of other
biodiversity hotspots across South East Queensland, like at Toondah Harbour and Deebing Creek.

We look forward to having more Queensland Greens MPs in Parliament to protect and expand existing
habitat, and improve connectivity across South East Queensland.

2 See for example, the bushfire preparedness workshop held in Maiwar, and the flood readiness workshop held in
South Brisbane.

1 See the event linked here.
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Integrity and transparency

Corporate donations

Corporations are not people, and they should not have the kind of influence they’ve been able to exert
over the major political parties.

As it stands, existing caps on corporate donations and the so-called ban on developer donations are
ineffective and subject to loopholes that we know are being exploited. Despite raising this numerous
times, the major parties have made no moves to rectify the issue.

The Queensland Greens refuse all corporate donations, and would:

● Enact appropriate caps for political donations and campaign expenditure;
● Require political donations to be declared before funds become available for use; and
● Ban political donations from for-profit corporations.

Right to Information

It’s clear that our right to information laws must be strengthened. The current processes are cumbersome
and various exemptions, including commercial in confidence in particular, are excessively relied on by
government agencies.

The Queensland Greens would strengthen the legislation to include:

● An Information Commissioner with powers of investigation to examine if government denials
and appeals against RTI exposure conform to the Act;

● RTI coverage of government owned corporations and departments;
● Electronic provision of materials to avoid photocopy and labour search charges on materials

requested under RTI;
● No significant charge for RTI applications; and
● Reverse the onus for freedom of information so that by default information is public with

exceptions for individual privacy, and require government to apply to an independent
commission for any exemption.

Local government integrity measures

In the recent term of Parliament, Greens MPs broadly supported changes to the councillor conduct and
complaints processes but raised significant outstanding concerns. You can read my speech on the
Councillor Conduct Bill here.

The Office of the Independent Assessor was brought in in 2018 against a backdrop of rife corruption that
saw the entire Ipswich City Council dissolved and multiple workers and elected representatives serving
prison sentences. Following its investigation, the CCC released a public report exposing culture and
corruption risks in local government. That report is absolutely explicit about three of the most serious
manifestations of the poor culture in that council:

1. The lack of oversight and accountability for expenditure and use of public resources;
2. Use of mechanisms which allowed avoidance of scrutiny of actions and requests for information

under the Right to Information Act; and
3. Inappropriate relationships between the Council and the private sector, in particular property

developers and contractors.

That’s why the Queensland Greens have adopted the policies detailed above. To further strengthen
anti-corruption measures, the Queensland Greens would ensure that there are effective anti-corruption
bodies responsible for the electoral system, parliament, the executive and public administration.

You can read the detail of that policy and more here.

Public private partnerships

As mentioned above, the Queensland Greens are committed to strengthening right to information laws,
which are currently being used to keep residents in the dark about commercial dealings between
government and private corporations.
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Prime examples of this include the Cubic smart ticketing system, the proposed Toondah Harbour
development, Queen’s Wharf and the AirTrain.

In all of those cases, crucial documents including social impact assessments, business case studies and
contractual arrangements are unavailable for public scrutiny because they are deemed to be
commercial-in-confidence.

The Queensland Greens are committed to ensuring that the details of these arrangements are made
publicly available.

2032 Olympics

Decision-making needs to be driven by a genuine long-term legacy for Queensland, and not driven by
what will benefit the Olympics.

The Labor Party’s approach to the 2032 Olympics so far has been a complete disaster. There has been
next to no community consultation and Queenslanders were never asked if we wanted to host the
Olympics at all. Instead, a huge and costly endeavour is being forced onto Queenslanders.

The evidence on Olympic Games and host cities shows that there is limited economic benefit, and in
many cases, the Olympics is a money-losing venture. Evidence shows that tourism benefits are limited or
negligible. In many host cities, Olympics infrastructure becomes white-elephant facilities, with no
long-term benefits.

The Queensland Greens are committed to ensuring that the 2032 Olympics do not adversely impact on
our local communities:

● We opposed the major rebuild of the Gabba and related destruction of East Brisbane State
School;

● We support a modest upgrade of the Gabba Stadium to improve accessibility, in consultation
with the local community; and

● We do not support the building of a new stadium in Victoria Park/ Barrambin - we want to
ensure this beautiful greenspace remains a vital community space for current and future
generations.

The Queensland Greens are here to fight for what local residents need. This includes improved active
travel and transport links, community facilities and infrastructure.

It is essential that the 2032 Olympics does not exacerbate the existing housing crisis.

Any athletes accommodation must be retained as publicly-owned, genuinely affordable housing,
including high-quality public housing, disability accessible housing, and essential worker housing. In
addition, existing residential accommodation must not be converted to short-term accommodation like
Airbnb, and long term rent caps must be introduced to protect local residents and communities from any
impact.

We will keep advocating for change, and look forward to having more Greens in Queensland Parliament
to continue to champion our position.

Please do not hesitate to contact my office on 07 3737 4100 if you would like to discuss this matter in
more detail.

Kind regards,

Michael Berkman MP
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