
 

 

 

Planning for the community: Issues, opportunities and solutions. 

A community run forum to explore the community’s role, interests and questions about strategic 

planning issues across Southeast Queensland. 

Forum Program 
 
9.00 – 10.45 am: Regional and strategic planning issues: The good, the bad and the ugly. 

In this session we will explore some of the planning issues associated with a growing region.  Speakers 

in this session will address: 

 Two decades of regional planning in SEQ – what has it delivered?  

 Priority development areas and new communities – do they meet the needs of residents? 

 Housing affordability – how will the 2032 Olympics impact affordable housing supply?  

 Flood resilience and land use planning for SEQ- principles and practice. 

Confirmed speakers: Mr Martin Reason (Executive Director, Regional and Spatial Planning, DSDILGP); 

Mr John Freeman (former mayor, Logan City Council); Ms Fiona Caningham (Q Shelter); Ms Shannon 

Haines (Moreton Bay Regional Council). 

10.45 – 11.15 am: Morning tea 

11.15 – 12.45 pm: Community involvement in Planning: Opportunities, constraints and sharing our 

experiences  

In this session we will take a look at how the community can get involved in planning – the 

opportunities, obstacles and practical examples from experts and community leaders with experience 

navigating the maze of planning and development assessment. Speakers in this session will cover: 

 How planning in Queensland works and the relationship between planning and the 

community in theory and in practice.  

 The community’s perspective on how performance based planning works, doesn’t work 

and what can be done about it.  

 Options for reforming our planning system to give residents more say in determining the 

future of their community. 

Confirmed speakers: Dr Laurel Johnson (2020 Outstanding Woman in Planning Award winner); Ms 

Lynette Saxton (President, Development Watch, Sunshine Coast); Mr Michael Papageorgiou 

(Director, Arcadia Urban Planning); Mr John Hicks (President, Community Alliance, Gold Coast). 

12.45 – 1.45 pm: Lunch (BYO) 



 

1.45 – 3.15 pm: Climate change and greener cities   

This session provides an opportunity to hear from the experts about what is being done to make 

Southeast Queensland cities cleaner, greener and more resilient to the impacts of climate change – 

and for you to ask questions about what more could and should be done. Speakers in this session will 

cover:  

 Planning and climate change – mitigating the impacts on our communities. 

 Re-wilding and its role in flood mitigation.  

 Climate change and planning for coastal adaptation.  

Confirmed speakers: Mr Michael Berkman (MP); Dr Aysin Dedekorkut (Griffith University); Mr Scott 

Chaseling (Principal Program Officer, Oxley Creek Transformation Project). 

3.15 -3.30 pm: Forum wrap up and future actions. 

 


